TALKS  WITH YOUNG OBSERVERS

boy, either, when he goes to the country, to exercise
his powers of observation upon. If he finds this
bird, he will find a good many other interesting
things. He may find the savanna sparrow also,
which closely resembles the bird he is looking for.
It is a trifle larger, has more bay about the wings,
and is more common toward the coast. Its yellow
markings are nearly the same. A relative of both
these birds is called Henslow's sparrow. Like the
savanna sparrow, it is fonder of marshy land than
the yellow-wing, and its song, though of the sim-
plest, is much louder. It has an olive-green head
and spotted breast.

I never see the yellow-wing without being re-
minded of a miniature meadowlark. Its short tail,
its round wings, its long and. strong legs and feet,
its short beak, its mottled coat, the touch of yellow,
as if he had just rubbed against a newly opened
dandelion, but in this case on the wings instead of
on the breast, the quality of its voice, and its gen-
eral shape and habits, all suggest a tiny edition of
this large emphatic walker of our meadows.

The song of this little sparrow is like the words
" chick, chick-a-su-su," uttered with a peculiar buzz-
ing sound. Its nest is placed upon the ground in
the open field, with four or five speckled eggs. The
eggs are rounder and their ground color whiter than
the eggs of other sparrows.

1 do not know whether this kind walks or hops,
323ght. I watched him till it was
